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SUBJECT: CHILE'S PROPOSED PROCEDURAL REFORMS FOR THE 
IA HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

REF: STATE 297303 

1 . CHILE'S OAS AMBASSADOR TRUCCO HELD PRIVATE MEETING 
AT HIS HOME MARCH 2 TO OBTAIN PRELIMINARY REACTIONS 
FROM BRAZILIAN, ECUADOREAN, GUATEMALAN AND U.S. OAS 
DELS TO CHILEAN PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE REFORM OF IAHRC 
PROCEDURES AS JUNE OASGA AGENDA ITEM. LED BY ECUADOREAN 
AND GUATEMALAN AMBASSADORS, TRUCCO’S GUESTS WERE UNANIMOUS 
IN RECOMMENDING THAT CHILE NOT PROCEED WITH THIS INITIA- 
TIVE. ECUADOR'S GALO LEORO MADE FORTHRIGHT COMMENT THAT 
CHILE WAS MISJUDGING SITUATION BADLY IF IT THOUGHT 
PRESENT HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN CHILE WOULD NOT 
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OTHER DELS PRESENT EXPRESSED VIEW THAT IT WAS IN INTEREST 
OF CHILE AND OF OAS GENERALLY NOT TO COMPLICATE GA S 
CONSIDERATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES WITH PROCEDURAL 
PROBLEMS BUT RATHER TO HOPE ASSEMBLY COULD QTE GET 
THROUGH UNQTE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS WITH FEWEST COMPLI- 
CATIONS POSSIBLE. TRUCCO RESPONDED THAT HE WOULD 
REPORT THESE VIEWS TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 

2. CHILE'S PROPOSED REFORMS OF IAHRC PROCEDURE HAVE 

NOT YET BEEN FORMALLY PRESENTED TO OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL 

FOR CONSIDERATION OR FOR INCLUSION ON OASGA AGENDA. 

THEY HAVE, HOWEVER, BEEN CIRCULATED INFORMALLY 
BY MEMORANDUM. THEY ARE SIMILAR TO CHANGES CHILE RECOM 
MENDED LAST YEAR IN UNHRC REGULATIONS AND APPEAR AIMED 
PRINCIPALLY AT STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF INVESTIGATED 
STATES IN DETERMINING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS UNDER 
WHICH AN IAHRC INVESTIGATORY TEAM WOULD OPERATE. AT 
THE SAME TIME, THEY WOULD TEND TO MAKE IAHRC DECISIONS 
MORE BINDING ON GOVERNMENTS THAN AT PRESENT. SUBSTANCE 
OF CHILEAN PROPOSAL, HOWEVER, APPEARS LESS IMPORTANT 
THAN INTENT OF GOC IN PUTTING THEM FORWARD AT THIS TIME. 

WE SEE CHILEAN INITIATIVE AS EFFORT TO RAISE DUST 
ABOUT THE COMMITTEE'S PROCEDURES AT A TIME WHEN A 
CRITICAL REPORT IS EXPECTED TO EMERGE FROM IT. FOR 
THIS REASON, WE ARE OPPOSED TO CHILE'S INITIATIVE, 

AND WE HOPE YESTERDAY'S MEETING WILL EFFECTIVELY DERAIL 
IT. KISSINGER 
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